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nine years: but of this short period he had not passed one day in repose. This principality, from the hour he assumed the government until the hour of his death, was threatened with destruction. Such a man could alone have saved it. Though as remarkable for prowess and valor as the most distinguished of the Affghan race, he was, in his manners, mild, and pleasing; but his look and stature were alike commanding., and there was in his disposition a sternness and determination of purpose ' that inspired awe/ " He is said by Major Henley (120) to have died of an inflammatory fever, after a short illness of four days. All acquainted, as Sir J. Malcolm observes, " with the vicissitudes of his life, deeply regretted his death at the moment it occurred. He should have lived to behold his patriotic efforts rewarded ; to see the people of the land he loved rescued from destruction, and raised to happiness and prosperity by the Government which he had through life courted, and on which his hopes till the last hour of his life rested* (121) This destiny was reserved for a son whom he selected and educated as his successor, and who proved himself every way worthy of his father/' Only a year before his death, Vizier Mahomed found himself deserted
(120)    Who was the Political Agent at Bhopal about two years afterwards.
(121)    By the British Government under Lord Hastings.